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Company Profile

Syngenta Nigeria Limited is an associate company of Syngenta AG, a world leading Agribusiness Company headquartered in Basel, Switzerland. Formed by the merger of Novartis Agibusiness and AstraZeneca Crop Protection, focuses on Seeds and Crop Protection.

In Nigeria, Syngenta Nigeria Limited is also one of the leading Crop Protection Companies in Nigeria. Syngenta Nigeria Limited started business in Nigeria in 1964 as Ciba and became Ciba-Geigy Nigeria Limited in 1971 as a result of the merger of Ciba Limited and J.R.Geigy Limited. In 1974, as a result of the indigenisation decree, we changed our name to Swiss Nigerian Chemical Company Limited. Again, in 1997, as a result of the merger of Ciba-Geigy AG and Sandoz AG, we became Novartis Nigeria Limited. And with effect from February 1, 2001, we changed our name once more to Syngenta Nigeria Limited.  

Despite all these changes in the company’s name and structure, the brands remained the same, stable, reliable and strong; amongst which are Gramoxone, Touchdown, Primextra, Ridomil, Apron Star, Dual, Iconet, Polytrin and Karate.

Syngenta Nigeria Limited is playing majorly in the Food and Health Sectors of the Nigerian economy, which are very pivotal to any economy.

To date, the Company has contributed immensely to the development of Nigerian agriculture in many ways namely:

1. Between 1986 – 1988, we prosecuted the “Key To Higher Yields Programme” in the nineteen states of the Federation. The key objective was to increase the production of food crops in the country.

2. Between 1992 – 1996, we carried out the “Farmer Support Team” programme on cocoa with a clear view of improving cocoa production and productivity per unit area. This covered Ondo, Ekiti, Oyo and Osun states. Here, a total of 50,000 Cocoa farmers, 200 Extension Agents, 50 Sprayer mechanics and 10 Radio Broadcasters were trained.

3. We have intensively collaborated with the respective research institutes in the Country to develop and adapt products to the different agro-climatic zones of the Country. We do this before forwarding products to NAFDAC for registration and then commercialization.

4. Syngenta Nigeria Limited has over the years supplied appropriate agrochemicals to the Federal Ministry of Agriculture. 

5. Of recent, have collaborated with the various states under the Federal Government funded Special Programme on Food Security.

On health, we are one of the ITN partners under the Roll Back Malaria programme of the Federal Ministry of Health contributing our quota to a malaria-free Nigeria.

The Board: 

The Board of Syngenta Nigeria Limited comprises

1. Alhaji Ahmed Joda – Chairman.

Alhaji A JODA sits on the Board of many companies including National Communications Commission where he is Chairman and Nestle Foods as Director

He owns Benue value Farms Limited that is into rice, Cowpea and Maize production as well as cattle husbandry.

2. Emmanuel I AJAYI – Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer

· An Agronomist by training with Bachelor’s degree in Agriculture from Universoty of Nigeria, Nsukka in 1985. He also holds MBA Marketing from Kesington Business School and MBA Technology Management from OgunState University.

· He worked as Research Assistant with International Institute For Tropical Agriculture in 1986 – 1987

· Joined Ciba-Geigy as Technical Agronomist in 1988 and rose to become Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer effective 2005.

3. Daniel Ruegg – Director (Swiss)

He was one time Managing Director of Syngenta Cote Di Ivoire. Currently General Manager, Sub-Sahara Africa Group of Syngenta Agro AG, Switzerland.

4. Robert Morrison – Director (British)

A chartered Accountant by training. He is currently, the Head of Africa & Middle East Group of Syngenta Crop Protection and Chief Executive Officer of Syngenta Agro AG, Switzerland.

The Management:

The Management Team is as follows:

Emma Ajayi


-
Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer

Dr Joseph Obagwu

-
Technical & Development Manger






B.Sc, M.Sc and Ph.d – all in Agronomy.

Mr Jude Ojeh


-
Finance Manager






B.Sc Accounting.
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